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Paul McMullin and Mike McNamee

Liverpool The Great City showcases the
resurgence of the port as a tourist, leisure,
shopping and educational place.Visitors to the
city arrive curious about the birthplace of the
Mersey Sound, the home of the Beatles, the
old staging post to the New World, the arrival
port for wartime Atlantic convoys, to see the
city that boasts two important cathedrals or
two top-flight soccer teams — a wide variety
of reasons. They invariably depart surprised
by the breadth and beauty of the city architec-
ture, the magnificent waterfront skyline and,
more recently, the quality of the shopping.
Liverpool The Great City provides an overview
of the city, a treasured keepsake, a wonderful
present for a family member or perhaps
those who no longer live in the area and are
curious to see how it is changing.

The images are brand new, some deliberately
taken just days before the book went to
press. A small selection, however, are echoes
of the past-and show the Albert Dock before
it was refurbished to become one of the
most visited attractions in the whole of the
UK. All are presented in a large format
hardback that does justice to both the quality
and importance of the photographs and

of the city itself.
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CHAPTER 1
THE WATERFRONT

iverpool’s development has been dominated by its
Ldeep-wale-‘ river frontage, the Waterfront. It was not

always so and in earlier centuries the main port of
the area was Parkgate on the River Dee. Liverpool slowly
took the prominent position as the Dee silted up and ships
became larger, To a local, the Waterfront is regarded as the
area around the Three Graces — the Royal Liver Building,
the Cunard Building and the Port of Liverpool Building. The
skyline takes into view other buildings behind the docks
and is bounded to the north by Alexandra Tower and to
the south by the Anglican Cathedral The Waterfront is
somewhat disconnected from the city by the Strand, a busy
eight-lane road. The name echoes its past as the eriginal
promenade, before the massive dock walls were built to
harness the tides.

As a view, the Waterfront is best enjoyed from the famous
Mersey Ferries, either from onboard or after you have landed
at the Woodside or Wallasey Terminals. From there you can
take in the whole expanse, centred on the Three Graces, but
extending as far as the eye can see in sither direction. The
skyline has changed dramatically over the past few years.
and in particular as the Big Dig’ has been completed. Those
of us who live on the Wirral side enjoy much the best view
of the Waterfront with an uninterruptad view all the way
from New Brighton down to Woodside.

The importance of the skyline is possibly greatest for

the sailors who have made their way into the port over

the centuries. The skyline tells them they are home, the
familiarity of the outline defines their safe arrival. This has
particular resonance for the dwindling number who sailed
into the port, battered and bruised by the North Atlantic
Convoys of World War II. How their brothers, lost at sea,
would marvel at the famous skyline were they able to see it
today.

10 LIVERPOOL The Great City

Some examples of double-page spreads.

UNERPOOL T Crean Cty

cHaprER2




